
Re: correspondence from well-known composers

No personal computers then, of course.

Since even typewriters could be scarce, or time-consuming to use, most folks wrote letters in longhand.

And they took time to write well, to communicate, because...well, because that was the way of the world then:

slower, more considered, more personable, more respectful.

Somehow that makes these letters seem more valuable now.

They embody their times AND their authors - each a great artist in his own way.

The letters from Karel Husa came years after I’d finished at Cornell, when I was trying to generate a career /

promote my music.

You can feel his kindness and caring in the letters - and that’s what I valued so much about him.

He truly believed in me, believed that my future was in composing and teaching, and went out of his way to find

me my first (and only!) teaching job.

An old-school European gentleman - escaped his native Prague just before the Russian invasion of 1968 -

sophisticated, yet down-to-earth, and humble.

His music combined substance with flash in an unfailingly engaging, balanced way.

Even though he was a Pulitzer-Prize winner, I think he, like George Rochberg, is now underappreciated.






